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• The Great Migration had political consequences, which

ultimately affected the trajectory of politics in the U.S. South
• In essence, the first major political backlash from southern

White elites had its antecedents in the Great migration
• Northward movement allowed Blacks to register and vote (for

the most part), so Blacks became large enough in key cities
and key states to often become kingmaker
• Precisely the same position they had been in before southern

disfranchisement during the redemption period post Great
Compromise of 1877
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• Harry Truman faced a monumental re-election campaign in

1948
• The Democratic Party had been in power for 16 years, and

many people thought it was time for a change
• His opponent Thomas Dewey was a popular New York

governor
• In addition, U.S. faced world legitimacy when promoting

democracy and fighting communism abroad
• Truman’s advisors recommended an onslaught on segregation:

Desegregate the military, Federal Employment Practices
Commission (FEPC)
• The advisors did not correctly predict the backlash that would

ensue, giving rise to the Dixiecrat movement

Dewey Defeats Truman

National Politics have Local Consequences
• Blacks move North to escape horrors of rural South and for

job opportunities.

National Politics have Local Consequences
• Blacks move North to escape horrors of rural South and for

job opportunities.
• Consequently Blacks become electorally relevant

National Politics have Local Consequences
• Blacks move North to escape horrors of rural South and for

job opportunities.
• Consequently Blacks become electorally relevant
• Some politicians in Northern states respond by shifting policy

stances and pushing harder for an end to segregation

National Politics have Local Consequences
• Blacks move North to escape horrors of rural South and for

job opportunities.
• Consequently Blacks become electorally relevant
• Some politicians in Northern states respond by shifting policy

stances and pushing harder for an end to segregation
• 1948 presidential election a very competitive election (Truman

vs. Dewey). Gallup Poll had Dewey in fact winning 3 weeks
before Election Day

National Politics have Local Consequences
• Blacks move North to escape horrors of rural South and for

job opportunities.
• Consequently Blacks become electorally relevant
• Some politicians in Northern states respond by shifting policy

stances and pushing harder for an end to segregation
• 1948 presidential election a very competitive election (Truman

vs. Dewey). Gallup Poll had Dewey in fact winning 3 weeks
before Election Day
• First election of 20th century where presidential politics

contained serious debates about race politics

National Politics have Local Consequences
• Blacks move North to escape horrors of rural South and for

job opportunities.
• Consequently Blacks become electorally relevant
• Some politicians in Northern states respond by shifting policy

stances and pushing harder for an end to segregation
• 1948 presidential election a very competitive election (Truman

vs. Dewey). Gallup Poll had Dewey in fact winning 3 weeks
before Election Day
• First election of 20th century where presidential politics

contained serious debates about race politics
• At this point, the Black electorate was volatile – they were

still considered a swing constituency

National Politics have Local Consequences
• Blacks move North to escape horrors of rural South and for

job opportunities.
• Consequently Blacks become electorally relevant
• Some politicians in Northern states respond by shifting policy

stances and pushing harder for an end to segregation
• 1948 presidential election a very competitive election (Truman

vs. Dewey). Gallup Poll had Dewey in fact winning 3 weeks
before Election Day
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contained serious debates about race politics
• At this point, the Black electorate was volatile – they were

still considered a swing constituency
• Oscar De Priest was a Black Republican Congressman from

Chicago between 1929 - 1935
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• Truman had used the n-word personally, and wasn’t exactly

thought of as a racial liberal
• During debates over his vice-presidential nomination prior to

the 1944 election, Southerns viewed Truman as an acceptable
alternative, as he was a low-key senator from Missouri
• In 1947, Truman decided to make Civil Rights a national issue

by authorizing a committee on Civil Rights to recommend new
legislation
• Truman became the first U.S. president to address the

NAACP
• Truman promised African Americans that he would end

discrimination, race prejudice, etc., in American life
• Humbert Humphrey (Senator from MN) successfully installed

a strong Civil Rights plank in the Democratic platform

Truman Desegregate’s Armed Forces
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• Strom Thurmond (SC Governor) and other Southern

delegates walked out of the convention
• Thurmond and others formed the States’ Rights Party, known

as the Dixiecrats
• States’ Rights Party held their own convention and nominated

Strom Thurmond (SC) and Fielding Wright (MS) for Pres/VP
• The new Southern party new they could not win the election

but hoped to win enough southern states to put the overall
election into the House of Representatives
• This would give them bargaining power
• But the fissure between the National Democratic Party and

the various Southern Democratic Party’s finally exploded into
the open

States’ Rights Party

States’ Rights Party – Green

