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Liberal ideology: Government intervention in the economy is
sometimes necessary to combat undesirable elements of free market;
value equality, openness to dissenting views, and civil rights

I

Main tenet of debate though is over economic policy and role of
government

Ideological Innocence

I

Belief System: “A configuration of ideas and attitudes in which the
elements are bound together by some form of constraint or
functional interdependence” (Converse)

Ideological Innocence

I

Belief System: “A configuration of ideas and attitudes in which the
elements are bound together by some form of constraint or
functional interdependence” (Converse)

I

Basically, belief system same as ideology

Ideological Innocence

I

Belief System: “A configuration of ideas and attitudes in which the
elements are bound together by some form of constraint or
functional interdependence” (Converse)

I

Basically, belief system same as ideology

I

Constraint: People’s political attitudes are related to each other
because they derive from an overarching worldview

Ideological Innocence

I

Belief System: “A configuration of ideas and attitudes in which the
elements are bound together by some form of constraint or
functional interdependence” (Converse)

I

Basically, belief system same as ideology

I

Constraint: People’s political attitudes are related to each other
because they derive from an overarching worldview

I

Elites possess constrained belief systems; the general public much
less so

Ideological Innocence

I

Converse: Most Americans do not think ideologically, instead think
along group interest (e.g., doesn’t like Bush because senior citizens
will lose health care), nature of the times (associate Dems/Reps
with good/bad times), or no issue content (e.g., Bush seems like a
cool guy to have a beer with)

Ideological Innocence

I

Converse: Most Americans do not think ideologically, instead think
along group interest (e.g., doesn’t like Bush because senior citizens
will lose health care), nature of the times (associate Dems/Reps
with good/bad times), or no issue content (e.g., Bush seems like a
cool guy to have a beer with)

I

Main conclusion: Americans do not use liberal to conservative
dimension to organize political thinking

Ideological Innocence

I

Converse: Most Americans do not think ideologically, instead think
along group interest (e.g., doesn’t like Bush because senior citizens
will lose health care), nature of the times (associate Dems/Reps
with good/bad times), or no issue content (e.g., Bush seems like a
cool guy to have a beer with)

I

Main conclusion: Americans do not use liberal to conservative
dimension to organize political thinking

I

Attitude constraint: Degree to which belief is predictive of another
belief, or connected to an overarching ideology

Ideological Innocence

I

Converse: Most Americans do not think ideologically, instead think
along group interest (e.g., doesn’t like Bush because senior citizens
will lose health care), nature of the times (associate Dems/Reps
with good/bad times), or no issue content (e.g., Bush seems like a
cool guy to have a beer with)

I

Main conclusion: Americans do not use liberal to conservative
dimension to organize political thinking

I

Attitude constraint: Degree to which belief is predictive of another
belief, or connected to an overarching ideology

I

Converse found very low attitude constraint across 4 domestic issues,
and 3 foreign affairs issue. Belief constraint higher among elites

Ideological Innocence

I

Converse: Most Americans do not think ideologically, instead think
along group interest (e.g., doesn’t like Bush because senior citizens
will lose health care), nature of the times (associate Dems/Reps
with good/bad times), or no issue content (e.g., Bush seems like a
cool guy to have a beer with)

I

Main conclusion: Americans do not use liberal to conservative
dimension to organize political thinking

I

Attitude constraint: Degree to which belief is predictive of another
belief, or connected to an overarching ideology

I

Converse found very low attitude constraint across 4 domestic issues,
and 3 foreign affairs issue. Belief constraint higher among elites

I

(Draw Graph...to scale of course)
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Black political ideology (Dawn & Harris-Lacewell): Range of
political ideology among African Americans that do not map neatly
onto liberal-conservative dimensions, but these ideologies influence
public opinion

I

Key Components of black political ideology: Radical egalitarianism;
black nationalism; black feminism; black conservatism; disillusioned
liberalism
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Political environment of the 1950s
Question wording problems
Survey method itself not reflective of “real world”
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Liberals more supportive of social welfare policy, environmental
protection, abortion, and gay rights, and fighting global
warming/climate change

I

Heuristics: a shortcut used to make reasonable policy choices absent
detailed information or ideological thinking

I

Knowing a candidate’s Party ID (Democrat, Republican) is a
heuristic; knowing that Rush Limbaugh is a right-wing commentator
is a heuristic
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Misinformation in 2010 Election
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Group based on ascription – how others describe a person based on
social norms and legal definitions; rather than on a person’s own
identification with a group
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Most common and most salient groups in American society are
race/ethnic, age, gender
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Scholars examine groups in two ways:

I

What members of the group think, and how that varies between
groups.

I

What members of a group think about members of another group
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ATtitudes toward groups: Broad concept that includes citizens’
prejudice toward and stereotypes about groups, as well as id with
groups

Attitude Variation by Group

Table : Differences in White and Black Attitudes (Dawson et al, 2006)
Question
Approve of decision to go to Iraq War
Protesting war is unpatriotic
Federal gov’t should spend whatever’s necessary
to rebuild and restore people to their homes in
Katrina’s aftermath
Federal gov’t response faster if victims had been
white
Racial equality in U.S. never achieved or at least
not in respondent’s life
Federal gov’t should apologize for slavery
Support reparations for slavery

Black
39
17
79

White
66
45
33

Difference
37
28
36

84

20

64

78

34

44

79
71

17
3

62
68

