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filter the world through categories
The mind is an automatic association-making machine. When
the mind encounters any information – words, pictures, or
even complex ideas – related information automatically comes
to mind
Misinformation E↵ect (in psychology) – A small change in
language can produce a consequential change in what is
remembered, often resulting in mistaken testimony by
eyewitnesses who relied on mistaken information.
The Innocence Project is dedicated to exonerating people
from Death Row. To date they have helped overturn wrongful
convictions initially based on (largely) misinformation e↵ects
and retroactive interference.
Availability Heuristic – When instances of one type of event
(e.g., death, suicide) come more easily to mind than those of
another type (e.g., death, abdominal cancer), they are
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up an image of someone from the Middle East; however,
domestic White Supremacists in the U.S. have killed about as
many people as have the former since 2000
(http://www.newsweek.com/white-supremacists-killed-2017extremist-783638).
From information-processing perspective, greater ease of
memory availability doesn’t mean greater frequency of
occurrence in the world.
These kinds of mistake occur routinely, and are often
accompanied with great decision costs
The War on Drugs and punitive racial policy, more generally,
move in sync with this phenomenon
Anchoring: The mind doesn’t search for information in a
vacuum. Rather – it starts by using available information as a
“starting” point and then adjusting.
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• Come from psychologically and socially meaningful human

groups of all sorts: Age, gender, religion, class, sexuality,
disability, physical attractiveness, profession, and personality,
e.g.
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explanations for who they are (identity) and what they
do/potentially do; thus the group to which someone belongs
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• Ultimately mindbug is at the heart of stereotyping, which can

be harmful to both the target AND the perpetrator

• Mindbugs erode the coastline of rational (i.e, logical, based on

reasoned and even full information) thought, and ulimately
impair the progression towards a just society.

